
   
 
 
 
 
 

State of New Jersey 
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Post Office Box 350 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 

www.nj.gov/bpu/ 
 
 

 
      August 16, 2019 
 
 
To the Service List: 
 
Re: In the Matter of the Comprehensive Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Resource 

Analysis for the Fiscal Year 2020 
BPU Docket No.QO19050644 

 
Agenda Date:  June 21, 2019 – Agenda Item: 8A 

 
Please be advised that the Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) is reissuing the Order for the 
above-referenced agenda item that was approved by the Board at the June 21, 2019 Board 
agenda meeting to correct a table.  The table of Proposed FY20 Utility Payments originally 
included in the June 21 Order contained incorrect information and has therefore been replaced 
with the correct payment schedule.   
 
This is the only change to the Order, which will be re-distributed to the parties of record and the 
attached service list.  Please substitute this version for the original Order.  The corrected Order 
has been posted on the Board’s website. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
      Aida Camacho-Welch      
      Secretary of the Board 
 
/ac 
 
 
 

 
Aida Camacho-Welch 

Secretary of the Board 
Tel. # (609) 292-1599 

 

Philip D. Murphy 
Governor 

 
Sheila Y. Oliver 
Lt. Governor 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
Board of Public Utilities 

44 South Clinton Avenue, 3rd Floor, Suite 314 
Post Office Box 350 

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0350 
www.nj.gov/bpu/ 

 
 
         CLEAN ENERGY 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ) ORDER 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE  )  
ENERGY RESOURCE ANALYSIS FOR THE ) DOCKET NO. QO19050644 
FISCAL YEAR 2020 )  
 
Parties of Record: 
 
Stefanie A. Brand, Esq., Director, New Jersey Division of Rate Counsel 
Philip J. Passanante, Esq., Atlantic City Electric Company 
Lauren M. Lepkowski, Esq., Jersey Central Power & Light Company 
Andrew K. Dembia, Esq,. New Jersey Natural Gas Company 
Joseph A. Shea, Jr., Esq., Public Service Electric and Gas Company 
Margaret Comes, Esq., Rockland Electric Company 
Stacy A. Mitchell, Esq., South Jersey Gas Company 
Diane Zukas, TRC Energy Services 
Michael Ambrosio, TRC Energy Services 
 
BY THE BOARD: 

This Order memorializes action taken by the Board of Public Utilities (“Board” or “BPU”) at its 
June 21, 2019 public meeting, where, among other things, the Board considered and 
determined the funding for New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program (“NJCEP”) for fiscal year (“FY”) 
2020 (“FY20”).1   

BACKGROUND & PROCEDURAL HISTORY  

On February 9, 1999, the Electric Discount and Energy Competition Act (“EDECA”) was signed 
into law, creating the societal benefits charge (“SBC”) to fund programs for the advancement of 
energy efficiency (“EE”) and renewable energy (“RE”) in New Jersey.  The Act also provided for 
the Board to initiate proceedings and undertake a comprehensive resource analysis (“CRA 
Straw Proposal”) of EE and RE programs in New Jersey every four years.  The CRA would then 
                                                
 
1 The funding levels approved in this Order are subject to State appropriations law. 
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be used to determine the appropriate level of funding over the next four years for the EE and 
Class I RE programs, which are part of what is now known as NJCEP.  Accordingly, in 1999, the 
Board initiated its first CRA proceeding, and, in 2001, it issued an order setting funding levels, 
the programs to be funded, and the budgets for each those programs, all for the years 2001 
through 2003.  Since then, the Board has issued numerous Orders setting the funding levels, 
related programs, and program budgets for the years 2004 – Fiscal Year 2019 (“FY19”).2  

On May 29, 2019, the Board provided public notice of a June 7, 2019 public hearing and 
released the draft FY20 CRA and related programs and budgets for FY20.  The notice was 
distributed to the EE, RE, and other NJCEP listservs.  The distributions and postings requested 
comments on the CRA Straw Proposal, with a due date of June 11, 2019.  The CRA Straw 
Proposal was discussed at the June 7, 2019 public hearing.  In addition, the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection (“NJDEP”), by email dated June 19, 2019, confirmed 
that:  (a) the Board had consulted with the NJDEP regarding the CRA Straw Proposal including, 
without limit, the Proposed FY20 Funding Level set forth therein (as defined below); and (b) the 
NJDEP agreed with the Proposed FY20 Funding Level. 

CRA STRAW PROPOSAL 

The following summarizes the key components of the CRA Straw Proposal. 

Proposed Funding Levels 

The CRA Straw Proposal’s funding levels includes the level of funding estimated to meet the 
needs of the Clean Energy Program while Board Staff (“Staff”) develops the transition plan to 
meet the energy savings required by the Clean Energy Act.  For FY20, Staff is recommending 
that the Board set a new SBC funding level of $344,665,000, which is the same funding level 
approved by the Board since FY15.  When combined with other sources of funds, it results in 
total FY20 funding of $528,318,728 (collectively, the “Proposed FY20 Funding Level”).  Staff 
estimates that the Proposed FY20 Funding Level will be sufficient to maintain a full portfolio of 
programs.  The following table provides more details regarding the Proposed FY20 Funding 
Level: 

                                                
 
2 In the early years, the budgets and programs were based on calendar years, but, in 2012, the Board 
determined to begin basing the budgets and programs on fiscal years to align with the overall State 
budget cycle. 
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SBC Collection Schedule 

The Board has utilized the same methodology and assumptions for allocating the overall 
statewide funding level to individual utilities over the past several years.  However, given recent 
changes in the relative costs of electricity and natural gas, Staff recommends that the Board use 
updated assumptions for allocating the funding to utilities in FY20, resulting in the below table of 
payments to be made by each utility to the NJCEP Trust Fund: 

 
[Table Follows] 

CEP Budget Category
FY20 SBC 
Funding

Total FY20 
Funding

Energy Efficiency

Residential 63,519,400$     84,575,652$     

Low Income 38,500,000       45,500,000       

Commercial & Industrial 100,559,880     180,551,452     

Multifamily EE 7,909,605          7,909,605          
State Facilities 8,000,000          37,810,430       

Energy Efficiency 218,488,884$   356,347,140$   

Distributed Energy Resources 14,000,000       30,344,823       

Renewable Energy 7,750,000          8,280,623          

EDA Programs 91,007               91,007               

NJCEP Administration 15,825,000       18,028,097       
"Path to 2050" Initiatives 1,421,108          28,138,038       

NJCEP Total 257,576,000$  441,229,728$  

State Energy Initiatives 87,089,000$    87,089,000$    

Grand Total 344,665,000$  528,318,728$  

FY20 Funding Levels
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Rate Impacts  

The Proposed FY20 Funding Level represents a continuation of the current funding level and 
therefore will have no incremental impact on rates as a result of approving the Proposed FY20 
Funding Level. 

COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC STAKEHOLDERS 

Oral testimony regarding the CRA Straw Proposal was provided at the June 7, 2019 public 
hearing.  In addition, multiple entities submitted written comments regarding the CRA Straw 
Proposal.  Staff has reviewed the numerous written and oral comments submitted and 
considered them in making the following recommendation to the Board.   

BOARD STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CRA Straw Proposal sets out in detail the rationale utilized by Staff in developing the 
Proposed FY20 Funding Level.  Having reviewed and considered the comments regarding the 
Proposed FY20 Funding Level, Staff recommends that the Board set, adopt, and approve the 
Proposed FY20 Funding Level and Proposed FY20 Utility Payments.  

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 

The CRA Straw Proposal recognizes the value of energy efficiency as a foundational energy 
resource that, when delivered cost-effectively, reduces the cost of energy for all ratepayers 
while providing additional benefits, including health and safety benefits associated with 
improved air quality, lower environmental compliance costs, increased grid reliability, and 
increased economic development opportunities in the form of jobs in construction and a 
business environment that should allow New Jersey businesses to compete more effectively 
with out-of-state businesses.  It will help New Jersey re-establish itself as a national leader in 
clean energy programs.  

Staff accepted comments on the CRA Straw Proposal including the Proposed FY20 funding 
level at a public hearing.  The CRA Straw Proposal, including the FY20 funding schedule, was 
posted on the NJCEP website; it was circulated to the EE, RE, and other listservs; and written 
comments were solicited from stakeholders.  Accordingly, the Board HEREBY FINDS that the 
process utilized in developing the Proposed FY20 Funding Level was appropriate and provided 
stakeholders and interested members of the public with adequate notice and opportunity to 
comment on it.  

The Board has reviewed the CRA Straw Proposal, including, without limit, the Proposed FY20 
Funding Level set forth therein, the oral and written comments submitted by stakeholders, and 
Staff’s recommendations regarding the same.  The Board agrees with the CRA Straw 
Proposal’s rationale supporting the Proposed FY20 Funding Level and agrees with and accepts 
Staff’s recommendations.  The Board HEREBY FINDS that the Proposed FY20 Funding Level 
will benefit customers by reducing energy usage and associated emissions, will provide 
environmental benefits beyond those provided by standard offer or similar programs, and is 
otherwise appropriate.  Therefore, the Board HEREBY APPROVES the CRA Straw Proposal’s 
Proposed FY20 Funding Level.  
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The Board has reviewed Staff’s recommendation for allocating the funding to the state’s electric 
and natural gas utilities.  The Board HEREBY FINDS that the recommended allocation of the 
FY20 funding to the electric and natural gas utilities is reasonable and consistent with the 
methodology approved by the Board in its 2008 CRA III Order.3  Based on the above, the Board 
HEREBY APPROVES the Proposed FY20 Utility Payments (as approved, the “FY20 Utility 
Payments”). 

The FY20 Utility Payments shall be made consistent with the Board’s existing policies and 
procedures, including, without limit, the utilities’ deduction of monthly Comfort Partners Program 
costs from the stated FY20 Utility Payments amounts.  The Board also HEREBY AUTHORIZES 
the utilities to continue utilizing deferred accounting, through the SBC, for NJCEP revenues and 
expenses as set out in previous Orders of the Board.  The Board will, as appropriate, consider 
rate making issues in the context of specific utility rate filings with the Board.  

The Board notes that, on or about May 29, 2019, Staff, circulated its proposed FY20 programs 
and budgets and that those programs and budgets are addressed in a separate Order.  

  

                                                
 
3 In the Matter of Comprehensive Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Resource Analysis for the 
2009 – 2012 Clean Energy Program, BPU Docket No. EO07030203 (September 30, 2008). 
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IN THE MATTER OF COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE 
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