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New Jersey Board of Public Utilities Recognizes Millville ShopRite 

Commissioner Asselta Presents $100,000 Incentive Check to Wakefern Foods and 
Bottino Family of Supermarkets for Incorporating Energy Efficiency Measures into Facility 

  
(MILLVILLE, NJ) – New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) Commissioner 

Nicholas Asselta today attended a special ceremony in Millville to recognize Wakefern Foods 
and the Bottino Family of Supermarkets for incorporating energy efficiency measures into their 
facility. 

“The Board actively supports technological solutions that significantly reduce energy 
usage – in supermarkets and other commercial and industrial facilities,” said Commissioner 
Asselta.  “I congratulate the Bottino family for their commitment to the communities they serve 
and for successfully reducing their carbon footprint.”  

  
New Jersey businesses who take advantage of the NJBPU’s NJ SmartStart Buildings 

program are joining in with other businesses and communities across New Jersey to meet 
Governor Corzine’s goal of reducing our overall energy consumption approximately 20 percent 
by 2020.   

During the ceremony, Commissioner Asselta presented store owner Jim Bottino a 
$100,000 incentive check for incorporating a series of energy efficiency measures addressing the 
refrigeration, heating and cooling, and lighting systems. The technology upgrades are projected 
to save nearly 700,000 kWh annually, a 30 percent reduction in the supermarket’s electrical 
energy usage. 

“Planning for our energy and environmental needs today will have profound effects on 
the quality of our lives in the future,” Commissioner Asselta added.  “By 2020, our goal is to 
save an amount of electricity equal to the amount used by 2 million people in one year.  It is with 
the support of families like the Bottinos that we will achieve that goal.” 
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Refrigeration typically accounts for over half of the annual electric energy costs in 

supermarkets.  In a business known for operating on a narrow profit margin, reducing 
refrigeration load is an essential strategy in controlling costs. The Bottino Family of 
Supermarkets opened the Millville ShopRite in August 2007 after considering a number of 
possible energy efficiency measures in the store's design. Working with Cold Technology of 
Blackwood, NJ, the store's owners incorporated a high efficiency refrigeration system – 
including scroll compressors, variable frequency drives, energy efficient fan motors and display 
case lighting, upgraded pressure and anti-sweat heater controls, and electronically controlled 
thermostatic expansion valves.  Additional technology upgrades also were installed to lower 
heating and cooling energy requirements as well as a lighting system that can adjust illumination 
levels from 20 percent to 100 percent, based on time of day and building occupancy. 

  
 The incremental cost of the upgraded refrigeration system was calculated at $322,000, 

but with annual electric energy savings of 689,131 kWh and demand reduction of 98.64 kW, the 
technology is expected to reduce the store's operating costs by nearly $78,000 per year, a 30 
percent reduction in energy usage.  The NJBPU’s NJ Clean Energy Program incentive reduces 
the store's payback from a little more than four years to two years. 

  
New Jersey’s Clean Energy Program is a signature initiative of the NJBPU, and provides 

education, information, and financial incentives for energy efficiency measures and renewable 
systems.  Each year, the program provides an average of $145 million dollars in financial 
incentives, programs, and services to residential customers, businesses, schools, and 
municipalities who install measures to reduce electricity and natural gas. 

  
To learn more about the New Jersey SmartStart Buildings Program as well as other 

energy efficiency and renewable energy programs, visit www.NJCleanenergy.com  or call 1-866-
NJSMART.  In addition, to find out more about the State’s draft Energy Master Plan –the 
Governor energy vision for NJ’s future – visit www.nj.gov/emp. 
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About the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) 
 
The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities is a state agency and regulatory authority mandated to ensure safe, adequate, and 
proper utility services at reasonable rates for New Jersey customers. Critical services regulated by the NJBPU include natural 
gas, electricity, water, wastewater, telecommunications and cable television. The Board has general oversight responsibility for 
monitoring utility service, responding to consumer complaints, and investigating utility accidents. To find out more about the 
NJBPU, visit our web site at www.nj.gov/bpu.  
 
About the New Jersey Clean Energy Program 
 
New Jersey's Clean Energy Program, established on January 22, 2003, in accordance with the Electric Discount and Energy 
Competition Act (EDECA), provides financial and other incentives to the State's residential customers, businesses and schools 
that install high-efficiency or renewable energy technologies, thereby reducing energy usage, lowering customers' energy bills 
and reducing environmental impacts. The program is authorized and overseen by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 
(NJBPU), and its website is www.njcleanenergy.com. 

http://www.njcleanenergy.com/
http://www.nj.gov/emp
http://www.bpu.state.nj.us/
http://www.njcleanenergy.com

